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Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County 
1715 Kentucky Street 

Bellingham, WA  98229 
(360) 738-3808 
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Chartered member:  Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
Partner Agency:  United Way of Whatcom County 
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BOYS & GIRLS 
CLUBS WORK!!! 
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Why We’re Special and Unique! 
 

1.  Dedicated Youth Facility.   
The Boys & Girls Club is a place– an actual neighbor-
hood-based building. 
 
2.  Open Daily.  
The Club is open after school, during the summer and 
with programs on the weekends, when kids have free 
time and need positive, productive outlets. 
 
3.  Professional Staff.  
Every Club has trained youth development professionals, 
serving as positive role models and mentors.  Volunteers 
provide key supplementary support. 
 
4.  Available/Affordable to All Youth.  
Clubs reach out to kids who cannot afford, or may lack  
access to other community programs.  Membership and  
program fees are affordable. 
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Purpose of the Membership Handbook: 
This book is intended to be a basic, general information 
guide for parents and members.  It provides information on 
membership, policies and procedures, and general Club 
programs and guidelines.  However, it is not possible to 
cover every program activity or event in our handbook.  
Current and more specific information is available from the 
Clubs, or check our website at www.whatcomclubs.org. 

A Boys & Girls Club Provides: 
· A safe place to learn and grow 
· Ongoing relationships with caring, 

adult professionals 
· Life-enhancing programs and         

character development experiences 
· Hope and opportunity 

OUR MISSION 
 

The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom 
County is to enable all young people, especially 

those who need us most, to reach their full potential 
as productive, caring, responsible citizens. 
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We strive for young people to achieve…  
 

· Positive self identity 
· Educational, employment, social, emotional and                             
cultural competencies  

· Community involvement 
· Health and well-being 
· Moral compass 
· Our “Youth Development Strategy” involves a sense of 
competence, usefulness, belonging, and influence 

Why We’re Important! 
 
In every community, boys and girls are left to find their own           
recreation and companionship.  An increasing number of children 
are at home with no adult care or supervision.  Young people 
need to know that someone cares about them. 
 
Boys & Girls Clubs offer that and more.  Club programs and          
services promote and enhance the development of boys and girls 
by instilling a sense of competence, usefulness, belonging and 
influence. 
 
Boys & Girls Clubs are a safe place to learn and grow– all while 
having fun.  Great Futures really do start HERE. 
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 Tax ID and Non-profit Status 
 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County is a non-profit,  
501(c)(3) organization as classified by the Internal Revenue                   
Service.  Our tax identification number is 91-0836427. 

Visitors 
 

Parents, business professionals, service club members,  
officials or other interested persons may visit any time during 
normal Club hours.  However, they MUST check in with staff 
upon arrival, and make arrangements to be accompanied for a 
Club tour. 
 
We honor CURRENT Club membership cards from any Boys & 
Girls Club across the country.  However, membership  
information forms must be completed before the member will 
be allowed into a Club for participation. 
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Club Program Fees 
 

Membership Fee: 
$30- Annual membership (September 1 –August 31) 
 
Fee-Based Programs :   
Some programs require an additional program fee, 
such as sports, fields trips, “early bird” and summer 
day camps. 
 
Club Hours:  
An Extension (Lummi Island) is a part-time operation, 
and hours are limited.  Units are full time Clubs.  Hours 
vary from Club to Club, but generally are open           
afternoons and evenings during the school year, and  
mornings and afternoons during the summer.                 
Saturday hours, vacation hours, Club closures and 
sports hours vary.  Contact the Club, or check our 
website for exact days and times.  

Page 19 

 

Find us at www.whatcomclubs.org  
 

Programming in Five Core Areas: 
 

· Health and Life Skills 
· The Arts 
· Education, Technology, and 

Career Preparation 
· Character and Leadership 
· Sports, Fitness and  
    Recreation 

Nutrition Program 
 

The Clubs offer a free after-school snack and/or a full meal.    
Local merchants, the food bank, or service groups donate items.  
Most Clubs offer the USDA summer lunch program. 

Staff and Volunteers 
 

There is a core group of full-time, youth development                     
professionals who work with youth at each Branch.  They  are 
assisted by part-time and volunteer staff.  If you are interested in 
volunteering at the Club speak to a staff member. 
 
Volunteers make it possible for us to offer a variety of programs.  
The Clubs do not sanction Club volunteers participating with 
youth members outside the control of Club staff.  All volunteers 
must fill out an application and are required to undergo the same 
background check as staff. 
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Permission Slips 
 

We offer special field trips and activities periodically.  These       
activities, particularly those away from the Club, require a          
permission slip which gives parents/guardians the date, time and 
location of the activity.  A permission slip MUST be signed by a 
parent/guardian and returned to the Club in order for members to 
participate.  REMEMBER...NO SLIP, NO TRIP!  If your child is 
planning on taking part in a field trip but has not brought home a 
permission slip, please contact the Club to verify that this is an   
authorized Club activity. 

Programs 
 

Large group and informal activities are offered at the Club.  A few 
examples include the gamesroom, pool, ping pong, bumper pool, 
foosball and a variety of board games. 
 

There are also structured activities such as special arts & crafts 
projects, gym games, the technology center, leadership clubs such 
as Torch  and Keystone, and an extensive team sports program. 
 

The Club also has several fee-based programs including a           
transportation program, the Early Bird program, summer day 
camps, and sports. 
 

Check with the Club that your child attends to find out the specific 
programs offered. 

Our Core Beliefs 
 

“The Boys & Girls Club provides a safe 
place to learn and grow; ongoing  

relationships with caring adult  
professionals; life enhancing programs; 

character development experiences;  
hope and opportunity.” 
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Accidents 
 

If an injury occurs staff will provide immediate first aid if  
needed, call 911 and call parent(s) or alternate emergency 
contact persons if necessary.  If they cannot be reached, 
treatment may be provided at the direction of a health care 
professional.  Please contact the Club if you have any chang-
es in work, home or emergency contact information. 

Athletics 
 

Team sports include flag football, tackle football, basketball, 
softball, baseball, and volleyball.  Contact the Club Athletic 
Director or check our website under “Athletics” for specific 
leagues in each sport, their sign up dates and schedule.  
Sports locations include the Northwest Sports complex, 
school gyms and fields, parks, and Club facilities. 
 
Sign Ups generally begin: 
Spring Baseball/Softball......................February 
Summer Baseball/Softball...................May 
Tackle Football (9-12 yrs.)..................June 
Flag Football (7-8 yrs.)........................June 
Girls Volleyball……………………...….June 
Basketball (5 on 5) ..............................September 
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Open Door Policy 
 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom has an OPEN DOOR POLICY. 
 
This policy allows members to come and go at any time during the 
Club’s operating hours.  Members are NOT required to sign out, and 
staff members, under normal circumstances, are not allowed to pro-
hibit a member from leaving the facility.  Thus it is the responsibility 
of the child AND the parent/guardian to determine, understand, and 
enforce whatever arrival and departure methods they see fit. 
 
Please note that youth are not allowed on the Club’s grounds during 
operation unless they are signed in and participating in Club             
activities.  Members should NOT be dropped off prior to the opening 
of any facility, as the Club cannot be held responsible for the            
supervision of such youth.  And, members are to depart Club 
grounds at closing and thereafter. 

Newsletters, Activity Flyers, and the Website 
 

Newsletters and activity flyers are prepared regularly to inform  
parents and members of sign-up dates for programs, athletics and 
special events.  Information is also distributed through the local 
schools.  Updated information is always available on our website 
at www.whatcomclubs.org.  Please visit our website 
(www.whatcomclubs.org) as it is an excellent port into all of our 
Clubs and programs. 
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Membership Policies and  
Recommendations 

 

Children and youth in grades K-12 who are CURRENT members of 
the Club are welcome to use the facility for the daily program… to 
play in the gamesroom, utilize computers, get help with homework, 
or to relax and socialize with friends and staff. 
 

Non-members are uninsured, and therefore not allowed in the facility 
to participate.  Every child MUST be a current member to utilize the 
facility and program.  However, we do periodically offer outreach  
activities that welcome non-members. 
 

The Club is supervised by staff in terms of safety, citizenship, and 
respect for self, others and property.  Acceptable standards of      
behavior and discipline are required and enforced. 
 

The Club is guidance-oriented and has an “open door” policy.  Staff 
does not, and will not, grant permission to any child to arrive, stay or 
leave (when or with whom).  Those are matters between parent and 
child. The Club and staff assume NO responsibility or liability as to 
custody, care and control. 
 

All members must have the physical, mental, and emotional  maturity 
to act and interact independently and responsibly in the Club setting. 
 
Children come to the Club because they WANT to, not  
because they HAVE to.  The  Boys & Girls Club is NOT to be used 
for babysitting, day care, summer day care or “drop and shop.”  The 
Club is an activity center and youth development  program and 
should be used as such.  The staff will not hesitate to act if        
membership privileges are abused. 
 
Acceptable behavior is a REQUIREMENT in the Club.  Any action 
that places the safety of self, others or property at risk WILL NOT BE 
TOLERATED.  The Club has a NO TOLERANCE POLICY ON      
VIOLENCE and strongly promotes a positive moral compass. 
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Bicycles and Personal Items 
 

Members should bring a sturdy chain and lock to secure their 
bicycle at all times.  Bicycles, scooters, etc may NOT be 
brought into the Club.  Skates and “heelies” are prohibited.  
The Club does not assume responsibility for any lost or    
stolen items. 

Community Support 
 

There are various fundraising events and an annual giving 
campaign throughout the year, which help the Clubs keep 
programs and fees affordable.  If you would like more        
information on these events, or if you are interested in        
making a contribution to the Clubs, please contact your local 
Branch Director. 
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Discipline Statement 
 

Members of the Boys & Girls Club must demonstrate high stand-
ards of behavior.  Acceptable behavior is defined by: 

· Respecting Club Members 
· Respecting Club Staff 
· Respecting Club Equipment 
· Respecting Yourself 
· Having Fun 

 
The Club is free of threats, taunts, slurs, weapons,  
violence, tobacco, alcohol and drugs.  Acceptable and  
appropriate dress and language are required.  Clothing or artistic 
impression (including music) that is judged to be  
improper is not allowed in the facility. 
 
The staff  MAY discipline those demonstrating  
unacceptable conduct in the following ways: 
 

· Informal direction and correction 
· One-on-one guidance and discussion 
· Time Out 
· Parent conference 
· Parent/child conference 
· Temporary suspension 
· Indefinite suspension 
· Permanent suspension 
· Revocation of membership WITHOUT refund, no              

trespass/no contact order 
 
Upon justification, members may be sent out of the building WITH 
OR WITHOUT PARENT NOTIFICATION.  If necessary, the Club 
will not hesitate to contact local police and/or Child Protective        
Services. 
 
The primary concern of the staff is always the SAFETY AND        
WELFARE OF EACH CHILD.  Under certain circumstances state 
law REQUIRES notification of police, Child Protective Services or 
other authorities if abuse or neglect is suspected. 
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Membership 
 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County are PRIVATE, non-
profit, MEMBERSHIP BASED programs and   facilities.  All access 
and participation in the Clubs BEGINS with a current Club         
membership. 
 
A Boys & Girls Club membership is open to all youth in grades K-12.  
A child must have completed his/her first day of kindergarten to be 
eligible.  The annual membership fee is $30 per child per school 
year.  ALL MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE  AUGUST 31st AND MUST BE 
RENEWED.  The completed membership application MUST be 
signed by a parent/guardian.  The Club cannot accept the member-
ship application without the fee, nor the fee without the membership 
application.  Financial  assistance may be available. 
Every child utilizing the facility and program during Club hours 
MUST be a current member. 
The Club reserves the right to deny, suspend, or revoke member-
ship applications or privileges with or without notice and without re-
fund at any time should circumstances warrant. 
 

Membership includes secondary medical insurance, with restrictions, 
on the child. 
 

Membership fees assist the Clubs’ annual operating budget  helping 
to cover such areas as staffing, insurance, taxes and fees, utilities, 
telephone, internet, cable, postage, supplies, printing and auditing. 

Lost and Found 
 

Valuable items should be left at home.  Found items may be kept in 
the lost and found.  Items not claimed (including  jackets, backpacks 
and other clothing items) are given to charity on a regular basis.  The 
Boys & Girls Club is not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged 
items. 
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Late Pick Up Policy 
 

The Boys & Girls Club has operating hours, like every business. 
At closing time, the staff is instructed to clear, lock and secure 
the building and property and to leave. 
 

We recommend that all children are picked up and gone a     
minimum of five minutes prior to closing. If the Club closes at 
7pm, everyone should be gone by 6:55pm. Children who are to 
be picked up-- and are not picked up by closing-- create a           
serious issue for staff who are directed to leave the premises at 
the end of their shift.  
 

The following are our late pick up policies: 
 

It is the PARENT’S responsibility to know the Club hours and the 
Club calendar, including times of closures and any changes, 
special hours or days when the Club is not open. 
 
Fees are $1.00 per minute per child  for every minute that the 
parent/designated person is late picking their child up. Late    
pick-up fee is due to Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County at 
the time of pick-up. The child may not return to the Club until the 
late fee is paid in full. 
 
After 20 minutes past closing time, the staff member may contact 
the local police department and/or Child Protective Services to 
assume custody of child. 
 
Chronic (three occurrences) late pick-up will result in the child’s 
membership being suspended/revoked determined by the 
Branch Director. 

Page 11 

 

Find us at www.whatcomclubs.org  
 

Electronic Devices Policies 
 

CELL PHONES: 
Cell phones may only be used in the Club as a communication 
device —not as a toy, a camera or to access the internet. 
 

A cell phone is the responsibility of the person who owns it,  
and only the person who owns the cell phone may use it. 
 

If a cell phone is brought to the Club, it should be put away 
and secure—either on the person (a pocket) or securely           
enclosed in a backpack. 
 

The Boys & Girls Club accepts NO responsibility for a lost,  
stolen or damaged cell phone. 
 

A cell phone cannot and must not interfere with any Club    
activity, or the health and safety of the Club environment. In 
such an event, staff can and will confiscate the cell phone and 
return it to a parent. If interference is an ongoing or chronic 
issue, the staff can ban cell phones from the Club, and, if   
necessary, revoke membership privileges. 
 

HAND HELD GAMING DEVICES AND  iPODS:  
In keeping with the spirit and intent of our mission statement 
and core programming values, hand held gaming devices and 
iPods are NOT ALLOWED in the Club, except under specific 
supervision in the Teen Centers or on specifically designated 
days. 
 

The Boys & Girls Club accepts NO responsibility for a lost,  
stolen or damaged device. 

Emergencies and Snow 
 

In the event of a natural disaster, we will continue to  
supervise members at the Club until arrangements are made 
to have members picked up.  In the event of snow, the Club 
generally follows the local school district policy, e.g. if school is 
closed, the Club is closed.  Decisions are made on the  ability 
of staff and members to arrive and leave safely.  Please refer 
to our “Inclement Weather Policies” on our website. 
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICIES 
 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County provides a safe, secure 
and friendly environment for youth and teens in grades K-12, regard-
less of financial status.  Current membership is REQUIRED to be in 
the facility, and/or participating in Club activities and programs. 
 
Financial Assistance may be available to families based on specific 
eligibility criteria.  Proof of eligibility is required.  Financial           
assistance is not given for fees already paid.  Please consult your 
Branch Director or Program Director. 
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General Club Guidelines 
 

· Always listen to staff and follow their directions 
· Sit in the chairs, not on the tables 
· Eat food in the designated snack area 
· Do not use foul language or put downs 
· Ask for permission to use the phone 
· Keep your hands and feet to yourself 
· Treat equipment with respect 
· Enjoy yourself and have fun! 
· Respect the Club, staff, property and each other at all times. 

Health and Safety 
 

Smoking, use of alcohol or illegal drugs is prohibited at the Club 
or on any sponsored outing or trip.  All weapons are  prohibited.  
The Boys & Girls Club will not dispense medications. 

 Inquiries 
 

For all inquiries, including concerns, please consult the Branch 
Director.  If follow-up is required, consult the Executive Director/
CEO. 


